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Advertiſement. 


H E Author of the following 


Diſcourſe ventures to offer it 


to the Public, becauſe he apprehends 


the Subject on which it treats is im- 


mediately adapted to make a good 
Impreſſion upon the minds of young 
Perſons. He claims no Merit from 
originality of Sentiment or Method; 
he only wiſhes to inculcate obvious 


\ 


and important Truths, in ſuch a 


Manner as may be ſubſervient to the 


Intereſts of Virtue and Religion. 
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PROVERBS X. r. 


A WISE SON MAKETH A GLAD FATHER; 
BUT A FOOLISH SON 18 THE HEAVINESS 
OF HIS MOTHER, 


"T is natural to imagine, that mankind 


would need no other inducement to 
be good and virtuous, than the pro- 
ſpect of future happineſs; and that the 
hope of eternal glory would be the ſtrong- 


eſt motive to a life of piety, that could 
poſſibly be ſuggeſted. But ſuch is the 
weakneſs of human nature, that diſtant 
"conſequences, however great and impor- 


tant, have but a faint and ſhort-liv'd effect 
upon our minds; whilſt the view of ob- 


- taining preſent pleaſure, or the fear of fall- 


ing into immediate miſery, makes a deep 
and ſtrong impreſſion on our hearts. With 


a few perſons, indeed, of a contemplative 
| 2 . 
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in turn of mind, the expectation of future 
[ felicity, and the dread of future puniſh- 
ment, may have their proper and moſt de- 

firable effects; but the generality of man- 

kind are much more affected with preſent 
things, with what they can ſee, and feel, 

and experience, than by any diſtant hopes 

| and fears, and are much more powerfully 


0 influenced by them in favour of religion. 
1 The argument which Solomon makes uſe 


of in the text, has this advantage. He re- 
commends wiſdom and piety to youth, by 
1 telling them, that the happineſs of parents 
1 greatly depends upon the good behaviour 
of their children; that it lies in their pow- Þ 
ll er, either by a wiſe and prudent conduct 
| to make the lives of thoſe who were the 
| .means of bringing them into the world 
1 eaſy and comfortable, or by a fooliſh and 
! vicious behaviour, to fill their declining 
| = years with ſorrow and diſtreſs. *<* A wiſe 
| _ «6. ſon maketh a glad father, but a fooliſh. 
« ſon is the heavineſs of his mother.” 


As theſe words immediately reſpect 
young perſons, I may ſurely venture to 
hope, that you who are 1n the early part 

of 
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of life; you, particularly, who ſtill enjoy 


the bleſſing of good parents, will hear me 
with attention, and with ſome degree of 


advantage, whilſt I endeavour to illuſtrate 
the ſentiment contained in the text, and 


to ſhew what foundation parents have to 


rejoice in the virtuous behaviour of their 
children. 


In the firſt place, I obſerve, that ſuch 
parents have the greateſt reaſon to rejoice 


on their own account. For if there be 


any thing in this world, which can fill 
their hearts with joy and ſatisfaction; ſure- 
ly it will inſpire them with the trueſt de- 
light to find, by happy experience, that 
the good inſtructions beſtowed upon their 
children, were not beſtowed in vain; that 
they have not forgotten thoſe leſſons of 
piety, of temperance, of humility, and be- 
nevolence, which it was their pleaſing em- 
ployment to teach them in early life; but 
that they have treaſured them up in th 
hearts, and made them the rule of their 
actions. What exquiſite pleaſure muſt 


| perpetually flow in upon the hearts of vir- 
tuous parents, when they find, that their 
good example has not been ineffectual; | 


that 


1 


that it was not in vain that they © IVE] 


from the criminal purſuits of ſenſe; that it 


was not in vain that they were careful to 
live ſober, righteous, and godly lives ; but 


that their children, charmed with the many 


good qualities which appeared throughout 
the whole of their conduct, were happily 


led to imitate their virtues, and to tread 


in the ſame paths of integrity and piety, 
in which they themſelves have conſtantly 
1 1 


It muſt likewiſe give them a very high 
degree of ſatisfaction to reflect, that they 
will derive honour from the virtue of their 


offspring; that thus, when they are laid in 
the grave, they will be remembered with 
double reſpect, not only as having ſup- 


ported amiable and worthy characters 
themſelves, but as being the parents of 
children who are bleſſings to ſociety, and 
or naments to their religious profeſſion. 


Nor let it be forgotten, that the par ents 
ot virtuous children have abundant reaſon 
to rejoice in the ſecurity which they have 
from the amiable character of their off- 
ſpring, that they ſhall not be pms of 
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ſupport. and comfort in old age. They 
may conſole themſelves with this pleaſing 
reflection, that, ſhould adverſity overtake 
them in their declining years, they have 
children who will think 1t their indiſpen- 
ſable duty to afford them any aſſiſtance 


which lies in their power ; chearfully to 
_ adminiſter to all their wants; to attend 


upon them in the hour of ſickneſs with 
the moſt tender Ops and, in ſhort, 
to do every thing in their power to make 
the winter of their lives comfortable and 


happy. 


But what cannot fail to inſpire ſuch 


parents with the trueſt pleaſure, is, that 


when at the throne of their ſupreme judge 


they are called upon to give an account of 
their paſt life, and of the manner in which 
they have diſcharged every ſocial and rela- 
tive duty, their children will then riſe up 


as living witneſſes to their love for virtue, 


and to their zeal for the intereſt of reli- 


Virtuous parents have till another 
foundation for joy and ſatisfaction in the 


| prudent behaviour of their children, which 


ought 
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ought by no means to be omitted, and 
that is. that they can entertain themſelves 


with the pleaſing hopes of meeting them 
again beyond the grave, and of being 
for ever happy with them in the king- 
dom of heaven, In theſe various inſtances 
the parents of a virtuous offspring have 
the greateſt reaſon to rejoice on their own 
account, 


But, on the other wk what deep ſor- 


row, what inexpreſſible diſtreſs muſt thoſe 


perſons continually feel, whoſe wretched lot 
it is to be the parents of vicious and diſobedi- 
ent children! If complete miſery is to be 
found on earth, with them ſurely we may 
expect to find it. Figure to yourſelves, my 
young friends, a venerable old man, who 
has paſſed thro' the flower and primeof life 
with credit and reſpect ; whoſe higheſt am- 
bition it was to make his children good and 
pious ; who took every opportunity, both 
by precept and by example, to inſpire 
them with a love of virtue; who was infi- 
nitely more aſſiduous to make them wiſe 
and prudent than rich and powerful, and 
who had often flattered himſelf with the 


fond expectation, that in future time they 


would 


5 e e 
* BAS} : 
TORE Fi A es Os el IT I, 8 Oe Oi adn "23 ls e'3 3 s 5 
* Bro ek FOE Cͤöͤ˙ͤ . Ee Sl 33 1 n . . 
1-8 "IS 2 : 2 r ; ; ? 
NY 3 3200 SS 8 2 o ew LI 


| L 91] 
prove an ornament to religion, a bleſſing 
to the community, and the pride of his 


gray hairs. Imagine his children prov- 
ing refractory, licentious, and profane; 


his good inſtructions all thrown away; 


his worthy example neglected, deſpiſed, 
and ridiculed, Imagine all his pleaſing 
expectations of comfort and ſupport in the 


decline of life, utterly diſappointed ; no 
_ proſpect that his offspring will ever prove 


an honour to him, either in this world or 


in the next, nor a ſingle hope remaining, 
that he ſhall ever meet them in the bleſſed 
abodes of heaven. Figure to your- 
ſelves the ſituation of ſuch a father, and 


then ſay, if it be poſſible for imagination 
to form an idea of a ſituation more truly 

afflicting. more truly to be pitied. If 
in that ſtate of torment, with which the 


' wicked are ſo often threatned in the ſacred 


ſcriptures, there be any kind of puniſh- 
ment fraught with peculiar horror and 
anguiſh; ſurely it will be the portion of 


that ungrateful wretch, who has been the 


accurſed means of bringing down ſuch a 
load of complicated miſery upon an — 
and virtuous parent. 


C But 


1 
But let us now return to the more agree 


able part of our ſubject. And here I ob- 
ſerve, farther, that the parents of wiſe and 


prudent children have reaſon to rejoice, 


not only on their own account, but alſo 
on account of their offspring. For if they 
are not totally diveſted of natural affe cti- 
on, it muſt ſurely give them the higheſt 
{ſatisfaction to find, that thoſe for whom 
they are ſo nearly concerned, have eſcaped 
the ſnares and temptations of the world, 
and have preſerved their virtue untainted, 
amidſt all the allurements of vice; that 
they have refifted the impetuoſity of their 
youthful paſſions, and have ſet out in life 
under the direction of honeſt principles. 
What a lively pleaſure muſt that parent 


feel, who is at all intereſted in the welfare 


of his children, when he finds their repu- 


tation every day riſing in the world; when 


he ſees them conducting their affairs with 
prudence and diſcretion, and bidding fair 
for proſperity and ſucceſs! Nay, ſhould 
even adverſity befall them, and providence 


think fit to {urround them with difficulties 


and hardſhips; it muſt nevertheleſs afford 
the heart of a good parent a great degree 


of pleaſure, to find his children happy in 


Virtue, 


W 


E 


virtue, if not in riches; to ſee them melting 
through life with | innocence, if not with 
worldly gr andeur, and to obſerve them 
preparing themſelves, by a courſe of ſtrict 

integrity, for immortal happineſs. 


On the other hand, what cutting an- 
guiſh muſt that unhappy parent feel, who 
5 his child perhaps his only child—a 
child of whom he had formed the warmeſt 
expectations which the fond heart of a 
parent could entertain, fallen a ſacrifice to 
the ſnares of temptation; a ſlave to every 
lawleſs paſſion; deſtitute of every worthy 
principle; loſt to all ſenſe of ſname; his 
hopes of future happineſs, and even of ſuc- 
ceſs in his temporal concerns, blaſted by 
indolence and licentiouſneſs! No one can 
conceive how exquilitely ſevere this ſpecies 
of diſtreſs is, but thoſe who have unfortu- 
nately felt it. 


But parents have another foundation for 
joy and ſatisfaction in the virtuous beha- 
viour of their children. They may re- 
joice on account of their families. They 
may congratulate themſelves, that the ho- 


nour of it will be ſupported—that thoſe 
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1 
who are hereafter to fill up their ſtations 


in life, are likely to ſupply their places 
with credit and reputation, and to reflect 


increaſing honour on their anceſtors. The 


heart of a virtuous parent muſt ſurely be 


filled with exquiſite delight, when in ima- 
gination he looks forward into futurity, 
and ſees thoſe virtues, which have always 


diſtinguiſhed his family, handed down, 


with undiminiſhed luſtre, to the lateſt po- 
ſterity. To ſuch a father, how pleaſing is 
it, to obſerve his elder childr en making it 


their endeavour to ſet a good example to 
the younger; to ſee them enforcing the 


admonitions of their parents, with all the 


tenderneſs of brotherly love! What ſolid 
ſatisfaction muſt it afford him, to ſee his 
oftspring encreafing in mutual eſteem ; to 


ſee the bands of harmony continually 


ſtrengthening ; to obſerve them every day 
ſtill more and more attaching themſelves 
to each other, by a thouſand reciprocal of- 


tices of tenderneſs and aftection ! But, with 


what heart-felt joy and comfort muſt it 
inſpire him to reflect, that when it is out 


of his power to afford his offspring any 


further aſſiſtance, they will be mutual ſup- 
ports to one another — that they will mi- 


niſter 


1 


niſter to each others neceſſities, and d ſhare 


each others ſorrows! 


On the contrary, what deep afffiction 
are thoſe wretched parents doomed to en- 


dure, whoſe children prove the reverſe of 


what they could have wiſhed, and of what 
they had reaſon to expect! There are few 
perſons but what have a partial regard 
for the credit of that particular family to 


which they belong, and ſome ambition to 


ſee it honoured and reſpected in the world. 
Judge then, what painful concern that man 
muſt feel, who finds himſelf the father of 
a child, who is likely to prove a diſgrace 
to his name, and a reproach to his family. 


How muſt it diſtreſs him, to behold his 
elder children ſetting before their younger 


brethren a perpetual example of folly and 


profligacy; to obſerve them taking every 


method to corrupt their minds, and to 
make them as ungrateful and as diſobe- 
dient as themſelves! How mult it grieve a 
virtuous parent, to ſee his children invol- 


ved in perpetual ſtrife and diſcord; to ſee 


them unkindly aggravating each other's 
faults, and taking every opportunity to 
vent their unnatural malice againſt each 


other ! [ 


ſw] 


other ! Surely, if there be any one unfor- 


tunate circumſtance, which is alone ſuffi- 
cient to make life an intolerable burden, it 
is this to be the father of perverſe, diſo- 
bedient, and vicious children. 


But, laſtly, the parents of a wiſe and 
prudent offspring have yet another foun- 


dation for joy and ſatisfaction. Having 
been themſelves zealous in ſupporting the 
honour, and in promoting the intereſt of 


religion, it will be a ſource of real pleaſure © 


to them, to ſee their riſing generation in- 
ſpired with the ſame commendable zeal. 
It is to them a ſource of inexpreſſible fe- 
licity, to ſee their children diſpoſed to do 
honour to that holy religion which they 
profeſs, by habits of piety and untainted 
virtue, by a blameleſs converſation, and 
by a worthy example, : 


With theſe pleaſing proſpects, the vir- 


tuous parent thinks himſelf well repaid, 
for all the care, for all the tenderneſs, for 


all the anxious ſolicitude which he be- 
ſtowed upon his children. In all the e- 


vents of life, their prudent behaviour is 
his joy and conſolation; in proſperity 
1 Ys it 
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it is his pride- 


EW 

in adverſity, his ſupport. 
And at that ſeaſon, when the laſt mo- 
ments of life are haſtening on ; when na- 
ture, wearied out with infirmity and old 
age, ſeeks repoſe in death, he can take a 
chearful, though an affecting farewel of 


his children. Imagine him lying on his 
| laſt bed of ſickneſs. Imagine his children 
aſſembled round him—the deepeſt-—-the 
tendereſt concern painted on every coun- 


tenance—1magine him addreſſing them 1 in 


words like theſe: 


1 feel, my children, that the hand of 
« Death is upon me. I feel, that this 
« earthly tabernacle muſt ſhortly be diſ- 


c ſolved. Thanks to the Father of Mer- 


* cies, who hath preſerved my life thus 
long, and bleſt it with ſo many enjoy- 
c. ments. You, my children, I have al- 
ways had reaſon to eſteem as my high- 


« eſt comforts. Your growing virtues 


e have been the joy of my gray hairs 
your piety has been the glory of my old 
« age your filial tenderneſs has been 
the ſupport of my declining years. May 
«© Heaven bleſs you in your children, as 1 
am bleſt in mine. Weep not that I am 


NOW 
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[ 26 ] 
now to be ſeparated from you—Death 
is a debt which all muſt pay. My days 
of uſefulneſs are paſt——your ſociety 
would be the only pleaſure I now could 
poſſibly enjoy; and that is a pleaſure 
which I have the higheſt reaſon to hope 
I ſhall for ever enjoy, in a world much ſu- 
perior to the preſent. My laſt and moſt 
earneſt requeſt 1s, that you would en- 
deavour to maintain the honour of our 
family, by tranſmitting to poſterity. 
theſe leſſons of piety to God, and good 
will to men, which you have received 
from me. I now recommend you to 
the care of a kind providence. Repoſe 
in him your entire truſt and confidence; 
he will guide you ſafely through life, 
and at laſt conduct you to immortal 
happinels.” 


Thus have I endeavoured to deſcribe 


the pleaſure which every good parent re- 
ceives from the wiſe and prudent behavi- 
our of his children. If 1 have failed in 
the attempt—if my deſcription has been 
too feeble and languid, let it be conſidered, 
that no one can be compleatly qualified to 


deſcribe this pleaſure, who has not felt it. 


How- 


1 


However, what has now been ſaid can- 
not but convince you, my young friends, 
that the happineſs of your parents is great- 


ly in your power — that a wiſe ſon ma- 
keth a glad father, and that a fooliſh ſon 


is the heavineſs of his mother. Let me 
then intreat you to ſhew by your actions, 


that you have ſome regard for the peace 


and comfort of thoſe who brought you 


into the world; that you are not equally 
deſtitute of gratitude and natural affection. 
Conſider what they have done and ſuffered 


for you; with what tenderneſs they watch- 
ed over you in the helpleſs age of infancy; 


with what care they ſupplied your wants, 
and defended you from danger, when you 


were feeble, indigent, and helpleſs. In the 
petulant age of c idhood, conſider how 
carefully they checked the progreſs of eve- 


ry improper paſſion ; with what gentleneſs 


they corrected your faults; with what pa- 


tience they bore your peeviſhneſs and ill 


temper. In youth, remember what pains 
they took, to give your hearts the ſtrongeſt 
impreſſions in favour of virtue; to defend 
you from the aſſaults of temptation; to 
ſtore your minds with all valuable know- 
ledge; and to prepare you for honour _ 

uſe- 


1 


uſefulneſs in the world. Confider, how 


many gratifications they have denied them- 
ſelves for your ſakes; how many anxious 
hours they have devoted to your ſervice, 
which might otherwiſe have been ſpent in 


_ pleaſure and amuſement. 


Let me then * you, in what manner 
you think you ought to act towards per- 


| ſons to whom you are ſo highly indebted ? 


Is it a proper return for all their care, 
their tenderneſs, and ſolicitude, to deſpiſe 
their inſtructions, to diſobey their com- 
mands, and to bring diſhonour and miſery 
upon them, by a courſe of vice and de- 
bauchery ? I hope there is no young per- 


| ſons to whom I now addreſs myſelf, that 


has not ſomething within his breaſt which 
tells him, that ſuch a conduct i is s deteſtably 


baſe, and ungenerous. 


But let it be oblerweit that not only 


your gratitude but your intereſt is concern- 
ed in your dutiful behaviour to your pa- 


rents. When they are laid in the grave, 


conſider what comfort it will afford you 
to be able to reflect, that you paid them 


all the filial honour which lay in your 
Power; 


1 1] 


power; that you returned their offices of 


tenderneſs and affection in the beſt man- 
ner you could, and ſtrove to make the e- 
vening of their lives ſerene and happy. 


< 
It you thus diſcharge your duty to your 


parents, you may hope, that you alſo in 
time may enjoy the bleſſing of wiſe and 


obedient children; that you may be the 


parents of a pious offspring, who in their 


turn will make you happy in the proſpect 
of their riſing virtues; who will chear you 
in old age, and be to you a crown of 1 im- 
mortal honour. 


Let theſe reflections, my young friends, . 


ſink deep into your hearts. Never forget, 


what pleaſure it affords your parents to 
ſee you purſuing the paths of prudence 
and integrity; and be always generouſly 
ſolicitous to make them as happy as you 
can, by a wiſe and virtuous behaviour. 


Permit me to conclude this diſcourſe in 
the excellent words of the Son of Siracb. 


Honour thy father with thy whole 


heart, and forget not the ſorrows of thy 


D2. mother: 


1 
mother: How canſt thou recompence the 


things which they have done for thee? He 
that honoureth his mother, is as one that 


layeth up treaſure. Whoſo honoureth his 
father ſhall have joy of his own children. 


My ſon, help thy father in his age, and 
grieve him not as long as he liveth. And 
if his underſtanding fail, have patience 
with him, and deſpiſe him not when thou 
art in thy full ſtrength. For the relieving 
of thy father ſhall not be forgotten in 
the day of thine affliction it ſhall be re- 
membered; thy ſins alſo ſhall melt away, 


as the ice in the fair warm weather. He 
that forſaketh his father is a blaſphemer, 


and he that angreth his mother is curſed 
of God.“ 


THE END. 


